cvi                           Introduction.

Chambers in 1629 resisted its judgement. The Exchequer,
holding that the Star-Chamber existed long before 1487,
and therefore did not depend for its jurisdiction on the Act
of Henry VII, rejected the plea. In this decision they took
the line already taken by authorities so diverse as Coke
(p. 401) and Bacon (p. 408). Those great lawyers may
have been incorrect in saying that the 'Court of Star-
Chamber,' that is, a court known by that name, existed
before the Tudors; but they are right in their main con-
tention that the court as they -knew it, that is the Privy
Council in its judicial capacity, could trace its jurisdiction
to a far earlier date. Nevertheless the lawyers of the Long
Parliament, when they abolished the Star-Chamber, justified
their action on the ground that it had exceeded the powers
conferred upon it by the Act of 1487. Some confusion in
regard to the antiquity of the name of the court has been
caused by tho fact that, so far back as the reign of
Edward III, a room called tho Star-Chamber, tho cJiamlre
dcs ctoiles, was used by the Council, whether sitting judicially
or otherwise; while in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries the Council transacted much of its non-judicial
business in the same room (e. g. p. 168).

The jurisdiction of the court, and its method of procedure
when at the height of its activity and the zenith of its
power, are too well known to require discussion here. They
are described in the passages printed below, and illustrated
by every history of the time. It is worth while, however,
to call attention to the fact that, at least till the end of the
sixteenth century, the court was neither regarded with
dislike nor charged with illegality. Historians like Camden,
lawyers like Coke, statesmen like Smith, philosophers like
Bacon, country gentlemen like Lambard, combine in its
praise. In the reign of Elizabeth it was looked upon not
as an instrument of tyranny but as the guardian of order,
while even in that of James I, a very large part of the busi-
ness that came before it arose from suits brought Try private
persons. It was not till the king and the nation were at